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2010 Opportunities and Obstacles
Seek first God's kingdom...then all other needs will be met, Matt 6:33

At the end of a decade and the start of another, retrospectives of all sorts seem to be in order. If there is a
single word that captures the mood of the times, it is “anxiety.” These are troubled times. The economy,
national security, social trends... life seems to be spinning out of control.

My ongoing anxiety is for the vitality and even viability of our parish family. How to keep the roof over our
heads? How to keep the lights on and the doors open? Over the last decade the answer has been too easy -
sell off assets and eat into the principal to cover a chronic deficit. But while the short term solution has been
easy, the long-term prospect is particularly problematic.

What to do? Or more to the point: What would Jesus do?

Let's start with what Jesus would not do. He would not despair. He would understand why we are here - to
joyfully, confidently, energetically praise God and serve our neighbor. We are not here to assume a
defensive crouch and try to keep the flame of our faith alight under a bushel. We are here to shout from the
mountains that our God is great. We are here to serve the least among us with love and energy, respect and
sacrifice. Inthat light, the great obstacles that we face are really even greater opportunities to truly witness
his love in the world.

That's what happened at St. Peter's in 2009. God rose up champions among us. Our weekly worship has
been a fountain of sanctity and joy. Our magnificent music ministry glorifies the Lord. Our worship
ministries surround us with beauty and smooth running harmony.

I'm particularly grateful to our wardens, vestry and ministry leadership. You've made our ministries robust
powerhouses of Christian virtue. To cite only one example, our new Faith and Light ministry to children with
special needs and their families is very close to my heart, as | know it is to the heart of Jesus. Scripture tells
us specifically that the profoundly challenged, those least among us, and those who love and sacrifice for
them, will be first in the kingdom of heaven. Anne Perry has thrown herself body and soul into this ministry.
And the fruits of her labor are a delight to behold. Almost by definition, special needs children generate
distraction and confusion. But the loving, healing hand of God is never in sharper focus than when our
special friends and their families gather at St. Peter's to meet him and to praise him.



Stewardship in 2009 ran the gamut from the heroic to the anemic. The champions among us ranged from
the powerful and compassionate to those of limited means but a great sense of responsibility and an even
greater gratitude for God's goodness. The common thread is their decision to live in Christ and to accept
the priorities that decision involves. By the grace of God and the response of the committed, our chronic
deficit was closed this year without depletion of our reserves. Thank you to those loving brothers and sis-
ters for standing with St. Peter's and making all else possible. Blessings on your great goodness. You are
the strong, beating heart of the body of Christ.

For others the implications of Christian commitment remain a more distant abstraction. The obligations of
church and charity fall far down a long list, well past necessities, somewhere between impulse purchases
and whims.

Among my greatest anxieties and least favorite duties is this essential need to plead for responsible stew-
ardship. But after much prayer and reflection, I'm confident in Christ and confident in you. I'm not here to
cajole, but to project what Jesus would do. He would face facts and speak the truth --- especially the in-
convenient and uncomfortable truths. Christianity is not a spectator sport. While there is no arbitrary
price of admission, we have to be in it to win it.

That's because our stewardship response is inseparable from our faith. It is our affirmation that we are a
full member of our parish family. It testifies in a very tangible way that we really mean it when we pray:
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Our stewardship proclaims that to see his will be done, we will
gladly share not only from our prosperity in good times but from our necessity in troubled times.

Attached is a summary of some of the relative financial information about what makes St. Peter's possible.
Please study it. Discuss it in your family. Prepare any questions you may have for our annual meeting. And

finally, please pray on your stewardship and how it projects the strength of your commitment to your
church and to your Gad. | will too.

Yours in Christ's love,

Ny £ {2l oy

The Reverend David F. Sellery
Rector



St. Peter's by~the~Sea Episcopal Church
2009 Operating Fund Results and 2010 Ministry Plan

Revenue:

Offertory Collections

Day Schooi Shared Costs
Endowment Earnings Used
Building Use Income
Non-Pledged Contributions

Total Revenue

Expenses:

Salaries and Benefits
Building and Grounds
Insurance

Diocesan Apportionment
Administrative Expenses
Ministry and Programs
Other Expenses

Total Expenses

Deficit

2009 Revenue

Deficit

Non-Pledged 2504
Contributions
3%

Building Use
Income
1%

Endowment
Eamnings Used
1% Day Schoal
Shared Costs

22%

2009 2009 2010

Actual Budget Budget
$225,106 $230,000 $228,000
$127,803 $127.902 $120,000
$65,000 $65,000 $78,000
$8,326 $18,000 $12,000
$14,260 $0 $3,000
$440,596 $440,902 $441,000
$290,008 $287,976 $316,100
$126,368 $117,852 $117,550
$50,140 $59,052 $57,330
$45,541 $45,541 $45,213
$42,750 $31,344 $38,600
$21,438 $17,000 $24,250
$2,687 $1,250 $950
$588,832 $560,015 $599,993

($148,236) ($119,113) §$1 58,993)
2009 Expenses
Ministry and
Programs Other
Offertory Administrative 4% Expenses
Collections 0%

38%

Expenses
7%

Diocesan
Apportionment
8%

insurance
10% Salaries and
Benefits

Building and 49%

Grounds
22%



No. of Pledging Units

St. Peter's by~the~Sea Episcopal Church

2010 Written Pledge Analysis

Weekly Pledge Distribution
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Stewardship Report:
Number of Pledging Families
Dollars Pledged

Percentage of Expenses
Average Annual Pledge

2009 2010
Final (as of 01/07/2010)
115 99
$ 191,080 $ 163,001
32% 27%
$ 1,662 $ 1,646



Parish Register 2009

Baptisms
Nolan George Costello
Jadyn Rea Devlin-Dounelis
Olivia Irizzarry
John Nathan Patrick Wells
Ava Monroe Mastroeni
Madison Elizabeth Kinkade
Ryan Bradley King
Edward Lloyd Sims
Luke Paul Ross
Xaviar Ross
Emma Harley

Marriages
Tracy D. Rentz & Alfred Joseph Mcleod
Julia Klaus Fienga & James Patrick Schneider
Anne Delores Blakeney & Steven J. Chakmakian
Lou Ann Wingerter & Steven Boden Hodges

Burials
Kevin Nelson
Nora T. Reach

Tariq M. Sheikh



